
For many years in the past, the territory of the town, as 
well as the entire part of the Karelian Isthmus, belonged 
to Sweden. Peter I decided to liberate these lands, as 
well as get access to the Baltic Sea and build a fleet for 
Russia. The war with the Swedes was waged for 21 years. 
The capture of Keksholm (Priozersk) took place in 1710, 
and 200 years later a monument to Peter the Great was 
erected in honor of the event. The monument was 
designed by architect David Ivanovich Visconti, who also 
worked in Gatchina and Pavlovsk. 
Find a commemorative inscription from the Life Guards 
of the Kexholm Regiment. Write the event in the memory 
of which the monument was erected.

Medieval Korela (Priozersk) was the north-westernmost 
town of Russia. The fortress was founded at the turn of 
the 13th and 14th centuries by Novgorodians on the 
island to protect the north-western borders of the 
Novgorod Republic from the Swedes.

Monument to Peter I
61.0356° N, 30.1145° E

QUEST: “BACK TO THE FUTURE”

The station was built in 1916 by the Finnish architect 
Bruno Ferdinand Granholm. For more than 100 years, 
people have been coming to Priozersk by rail. Previously, 
the town had a different name, it was renamed 6 times. 
Write down the name of the town in the times when the 
station was being built, at the beginning of the XX 
century. 

On the site of the Lutheran Church, there used to be 
other wooden churches in the past. But they were not too 
spacious, so in 1928 the famous Finnish architect Armas 
Lindgren was commissioned by the Kakisalmi parish to 
design  a new church. The Lutheran church in Priozersk 
was the last creation of Lindgren. In 1930, the Bishop of 
Vyborg, Doctor of theology Erkki Kaila, consecrated the 
new church, and its doors opened to the parish. 
Take a close look at the walls of the church, write what 
kind of building in Priozersk they resemble. 

The building of the United Bank of the Nordic Countries, 
or the Scandinavian Bank, on the central square of 
Priozersk was built in 1925 by a famous Finnish architect 
who was born in Vyborg and served as the chief architect 
of Vyborg.
Find out the name of this architect. Remember his name, 
you will see more of his works on the way.
Write down your answer.
Look around the square near the Scandinavian Bank 
building carefully and find the monument to Peter the 
Great.

Priozersk railway station
61.035924° N, 30.102706° Е

The Lutheran Church in Priozersk
61.038° N, 30.1154° Е 

The Scandinavian Bank Building 
61.0363° N, 30.1151° E

Korela State Fortress-Museum  
61.0299° N, 30.1227° E

Russian lands were united at the end of the 15th century 
as a huge Russian centralized state under the leadership 
of Moscow. Together with Novgorod and its vast lands, 
the town of Korela and its surrounding territory, the 
Karelian land, became part of the Russian state. In 1610, 
the Swedes conquered the fortress. In 1710, during the 
Great Northern War, the fortress was regained from the 
Swedes and remained part of the Russian Empire until 
1917. In 1917, Korela became part of independent 
Finland until 1944, when it was liberated by Soviet troops 
during the Great Patriotic War. 
Take a walk around the fortress. There are massive town 
gates in the fortress museum of local lore; find them and 
write down what is special about them.

Find the place where the first scene of Alexey 
Balabanov's movie Brother was filmed. Take a photo of it 
and post it on a social network with the #BizCycle 
hashtag.
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Correct answers:
1 Kexholm
2 Korela Fortress
3 Uno Ulberg
4 In memory of the 200th anniversary of its foundation 
and the return of the ancestral fortress
5 They are covered with the captured Swedish armor
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Cycling route “Historical”
in the Leningrad Region
and cycling routes “Salpa Line”
and “Aleksandrovsky”
in South-Eastern Finland

Today we are going to take a trip along the 
Historical bike route. Imagine that you are 
scientists who have managed to invent something 
which is not exactly a time machine, but operates 
in a similar manner: time bicycles. With this 
invention, you can go back in time, just turn the 
pedals and switch on your imagination. 
We begin our journey in Priozersk, a town with a 
rich history: it was here that the ancient settlement 
of the Karelians was located, the center of these 
lands; the path from the Varangians to the Greeks 
passed here, and the medieval fortress of Korela 
was built here. These lands were ruled by the 
Novgorodians, the Swedes, were a part of the 
Russian Empire, independent Finland, and the 
Soviet Union. Each of the epochs has left its mark 
in the history of this small cozy town. Here you have 
to find some interesting places and complete tasks 
that will open the doors for you to the amazing 
history of this town.
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